Islam’s Verses of Violence

The Quran contains at least 109 verses that call Muslims to war with non-
believers (Infidels and Kafir) for the sake of Islamic rule. Some are quite
graphic, with commands to chop off heads and fingers and kill infidels
wherever they may be hiding. Muslims who do not join the fight are called
'hypocrites' and warned that Allah will send them to Hell if they do not join the
slaughter.

Unlike nearly all of the Old Testament verses of violence, the verses of violence
in the Quran are mostly open-ended, meaning that they are not restrained by
historical context contained in the surrounding text (although many Muslims
choose to think of them that way). They are part of the eternal, unchanging
word of Allah, and just as relevant or subject to interpretation as anything else
in the Quran.

Here are some Examples

Quran (8:12) - "I will cast terror into the hearts of those who disbelieve.
Therefore strike off their heads and strike off every fingertip of them" No
reasonable person would interpret this to mean a spiritual struggle. The
targets of violence are "those who disbelieve" - further defined in the next
verse (13) as "defy and disobey Allah." Nothing is said about self-defense. In
fact, the verses in Sura 8 were narrated shortly after a battle provoked by
Muhammad, who had been trying to attack a lightly-armed caravan to steal
goods belonging to other people.

Quran (2:216) - "Fighting is prescribed for you, and ye dislike it. But it is
possible that ye dislike a thing which is good for you, and that ye love a thing
which is bad for you. But Allah knoweth, and ye know not."

Quran (3:151) - "Soon shall We cast terror into the hearts of the Unbelievers, for
that they joined companions with Allah, for which He had sent no authority".
This speaks directly of polytheists, yet it also includes Christians, since they
believe in the Trinity.

For more Information on Islam’s Verses of Violence

http://www.thereligionofpeace.com/pages/quran/violence.aspx
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